THE INVASION OF ALBANIA

A SPEECH DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
APRIL 13, 1939

March 17.     Mr. Chamberlain, at Birmingham, denounces Germany

in terms of unexpected strength.
March 20.      Alarmed   by   the fate   of  Czechoslovakia,   Rumania

hastens to sign a trade agreement with Germany.
March 21.      The Lithuanian Foreign Minister, invited to Berlin,

surrenders Memel to Germany.
March 21-23. Visit ofM. Lebrun, President of the French Republic, to

London.
March 29.     In Spain CoL Casado surrenders the remains of the

Republican Government territory to General Franco.
March 31.     Great Britain guarantees Poland against aggression.
April 6.         Colonel Beck, Polish Foreign Minister, visits London.
April 7 (Good Friday}. Italy invades Albania.
April 12.       The Constituent Assembly at Tirana offers the crown of

Albania to King Victor Emmanuel,  who graciously

accepts it.

[April 13, 1939.
I FIND myself in general agreement with the Prime Minister's
statement on Government policy this afternoon, so far as it goes.
I do not press my right hon. Friend to denounce the Anglo-Italian
Agreement, which he made when he parted with my right hon.
Friend the Member for Warwick and Leamington1 and assumed
himself the main direction of our foreign affairs. It would no doubt
be very painful to the Prime Minister formally to repudiate an
instrument on which he staked so much. The Agreement, of
course, has been violated in every material respect by Italy, but
I do not feel that anything would be gained by a denouncement
with bell, book and candle at this juncture. It certainly repre-
sents a sincere, if hitherto unrequited attempt, on the part of Great
Britain to dwell on terms of friendship ^ith Italy and with the
1 Mr. Anthony Eden.